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Daring February and v/Lpril, 1956, another ' 
Govenaent agency which conduct* aocurity investigation* 
advised that the following list of persons traveled to 
Iron Curtain countries on the indicated dates: 


re 

P-1‘1 


Born February 23, 1368; traveled to Polaiw ju dolyp 
1955. The files of the Passport Office, United States 
Department of State, reflected that Dobois «as born 
in Great Barrington, Massachusetts, ***J* si i\ n Z 
in 1955 at 31 Grace Court, Brooklyn/ New York. His 
occupation was listed as Writer. The files of the 
Passport Office failed to reflect a passport for 
the duly, 1955* trip. 
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, FD-122 
(5-11-53) 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (100-99729) 


SAC, Hew York 


DATE* ' 2/26/57 


WILLIAM EDWARD BtJRGHARDT DTJ BOIS. va 
SM-C 


NAME 


ALIASES 


It is reconnended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-? optioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 





NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


ALIEN 


COMMUNIST 


.SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENIENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


RACE 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR CGMSAB RACE j 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 

j^fsiNESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 
Self employed Lecturer 
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KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 

INTERESTED AGENCIES^ 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


RESPONSIBILITY 01 " RECORDtt 


F 



-i*-0 B) 


) ' v ‘f ( V xxx} 

3000 

smfet LTs? ex'plain 3 ^ 0ne ° r ™e of the following 

D * ** «-*» **«* below wi th no - segregab , e materia , 


Section W 


□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 


□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ (b)(9) 


Section ,Wa 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ 00 ( 1 ) 

□ (k)(2) 

□ 00 ( 3 ) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (k)(6) 

□ (b)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a ihirH „„ , 

request - P ty WHh n ° reference ‘O 50U or the subject of your 

□ ...» » , , Utd v „ „ m . „ „, w tl> iM> 

^ to th^^encyiles^forTeide^'an^dkecfre^M^e^t^you 65 ^ The$e d ° Cume ™ referred 

advised by the FB™s* ° 0 ! ernment agency(ies). You will be 
with the other agency(ies). iab " Ity of information following our con^h ation 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): • V " 

D For your information: " 

Kl The following number is to be used fnr ro f ~ " • 

S x No D l L S,?/fS® E i 

* FOR THIS PAGE X 

xxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


fbi/doj 


b<Jgoi$ 352 , 


Eeport Form 
FD -253 


; • . / 


iim. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


reporting office 

HEW YORK 

TITLE OF CASE 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


KEW YORK ^ fp R 101357 


REFORT made BY 


U BOIS^a. 


CHAHACTEH OF CASE 


SECURITY HATTER - 


ALL INFORMATION CONTA 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 


•YNOPfilB: - ~ T — mrULKWI ^E ■ ' 

real EDWARD BURGHARDT DU BOIS reportedly 

2 « “ d «P 0 r?e^y d iL 

S his home. Ml^dvised m o ° r , W± J h Ms offlce ln 

v in OctoberTl^ subiPM 1 ????. a 2 f 1 instructor at the JSSS 
S In 193 6 . be a member of the j&p 

^ s^.£«5»Srr !? 

/ S 75th birthday of WILLIAM Z POSTER and th^ 12+^ honoring the 

life of BENJAMIN J. DAVIS Jr ™^™U^ffl^^£i ltloal 
1 ' DU BOIS wrote an article 

Magazine in JanuarTigsl ^nd in T.m2 ^I 8 ? 3 and Mainstream" 

witness for ALEXA^ER LEO TRACHTENBERO 1 !^ nmc f J e<i aS a defen se 
in the 1956 Smith Act ?? and JAMES__J. JACKSON, Jr 



2»D«6otS 353 






» 


PONFIDEWJ 


DETAILS: 


I. BACKGROUND 


A* Residence 


A pretext telephone call was Bade on February 25, 

1957* by a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) to the residence of Dr. WILLIAM EDWARD BURGHARDT 
Du BO IS. A man, who answered the telephone, advised he was 
Dr. DU BOXSand stated that he lived at 31 Grace Court, Brooklyn. 
New York.flH J * 


£,:.l 


A Special Agent of the FBI on February 25, 1957, 
by pretext telephone call to the office of the "New World 
Review, 23 West 26th Street, New York City, determined 
from an unknown woman who answered the telephone that Dr. 
W. E. B. DU BO IS no longer maintained an office there and 
had recently moved his office to his home^M 


The Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
(hereinafter referred to as the House Guide), prepared and 
released by the Committee on Un-American Activites, United 
States House of Representatives, dated May 14, 1951, cites 
Soviet Russia Today", changed to "N ew World Review" 

March 1951* as a Communist frontj^gj 

_ , A pretext telephone call was made on February 25. 

*§57* by a Special Agent of the FBI to the residence of Dr. 

WLLIAM EDWARD BURGHARDT DU BOIS. A man, who identified 
himself as Dr. DU BOIS, stated he was self-employed as a 

author he m aiptains his office in his 


i 

.vi 


II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST ^ 
MOVEMENT 

A. ATf Illation with Communist Party (CP) 
Front Group Activities 


_ n CP, USA, has been designated by the Attorney 

General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. j 

coruXtNUAG 
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CONrJi 



2. Jefferson School of Social 

Science (JSSS) ' ~ . . v V"' * -- :r /v -l f 

The JSSS has been designated by the Attorney 
“ . General of th &J nlted States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450 jQP / 


__ who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, made available on February 27, 1956, an invitation from 
the Board of Trustees of the JSSS which announced that the 
12 th anniversary dinner of that school would be held on 
February 24, 1956, at the Hotel Capitol, 8 th Avenue and 
Fifth Street, New York City. This invitation reflected 
that W.E.B. DU BOIS was to be present as a guest. (Jy 

r mgmmrn C 

On June 15, 1956, who has furnished reliable, 

information in th^jasl^made available information which 
reflected that ■MHIB felt that W.E.B. DU BOIS could be ft'Y. 
approached as a potential speaker or writer on the subject - 
of History for the Marxist Information Center and Speakers 
Bureau which is maintained under the auspices of the JSSS.t^/ 

The "Daily Worker," an East Coast Communist news- 
paper, in the issue of April 15, 1956, page 5, chlumn 1, 
made reference to MAX WEISS and said that WEISS was the 
National Educational Director of the CP.(JjJ/ 

On October 5, 1956, (Hf who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised he had received a letter from 
the JSSS on that date which stated that the JSSS was recruit- 
ing students for the 1956 fall term. The letter reflected 
that two courses would be held every Tuesday night during the 
fall term of 1956 and these courses would embrace a variety 
of current teen-age problems and that these courses would 
have such instructors as Dr. W.E.B. DU BOIS. (JL/ 

1956, _ 

'-advise 

ienciei lass at the JSSS which was taught by Dr. W.E.B. 

DU BOIS 
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American Labor Party (ALP) CONFJl 

* has furnished reliable information In the 

pastT^advlsed on September 9 , 1954, that from the time 
of its Inception In 1936, there existed within the American 
Labor Party a struggle for power among three groups. These 
were the Communist Party, the Socialist Party, and the Social 
Democrats. By the early 1940* s, the Communist Party emerged 
as the controlling force with the ALP in the major industrial 
^reas in New York State. Generally these were the areas 
around Albany, Buffalo, Jamestown, Rochester, Schenectady 
Syracuse, Troy, the Hudson River Valley, Columbia, Dutchess 
Nassau and Westchester Counties, and New York City, with 
i - e jeeption °f Brooklyn.^ In 1942 the Cqmmjiist Party 



ew this 
The ALP 


was able to capture the ALP in Brooklyn, 
situation to continue up until at least 19-r^. aiut 

never developed into an organization of any real consequence 
in the non-industrial areas of New York Stately 

^ JPBBwho has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advised on May 4, 1956, that the Communist Party today, 
as in the past, through its members in key positions in the 
ALP, constitutes the force that controls it.jj^/ 


^ e ft "New York Times,” a daily newspaper, issue of 

on pases 1 and 20 * reflected that the 
alp state Chairman announced on October 7, 1956 that 
the ALP State Committee had unanimously approved a 
resolution dissolving the ALP and liquidating its assets.(yO 




3o<7 








C y*® "^ly Worker" issue of December 6, 1956, on 
p age o, column 3* carried an announcement which advised that 
• a V^OMAMAKTOHS) Memorial meeting would be held on December 
/'JP*. J556* at- 2^7 East 116th Street, Mew York City. The article 
further reflected that Dr. W.E.B. DO BOIS would be one ofthe 
speakers at this meeting.!// ue 

•■■■•who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, advrWEPTO December 13# 1956# that on December 10, 1956. 
d f 3 5^? d «Y 1T0 MARC ANTOND Memorial meeting was held 
EaSt New York C1 *y* He stated that a number 

of persons. Including Dr. V.E.B. IXJ BOIS, made speeches and all, » ) 
were in eulogy of VITO MARCANTOHEJs life and political career. (V 

\ * i '• 

j, * v °rker" of August 28 , 1953# page 6, column ’ 

NSw^orrcityTT^^^^ “ fomer C°°S«ssian from 


tew yor: 
>• /*Bne: 


3."^Bnergency Civil' liberties Committee^ECLC) " 

The documentation for the ECLC appears in the 
Appendix Section of this report! t/ 
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On March 29, 1956, 
Information in the past, adv 
ECLC held a meeti 
Hew York City 
meeting was Dr 
speech Dr. DU 




_ who has furnished reliable 
hat on March 28, 1956 , the 
154 West 57th Street, 
the speakers at the 
tated that in his 
nited States as a 


"big bad bluff" anS)?®? 0 "black James Jackson was convicted 
for telling the black peopl^af Alabama" what they want to 
know about revolutions. jp®B(rStated that in his speech 
Dr. Du BOIS said the United States does not know whether to 
kill the U.S. Negroes or give them their full and equal rights. 



In addition 



the abov e meeting was also 

iTed 

ng at Carnegie Hall 



4. American Committee for the 
Protection of the Foreign Bom (ACPFB) 


The ACPFB has been designated by the Attorney Gen^J^L 


of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450 

i^rho has furnished reliable • 
he attended a reception 
held on April 27, 1956 , at the 


On April 30, 1956, 
informat ion in the pas t 
honorin 
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spoice a 
In his speech: 




ated that Dr 
eption and made the following comments 


The two m a i n issues before the human race at 
this time are peace and Socialism, and Communism 
is the path to Socialism* Socialism is sweeping 
the world and transforming and transfiguring it; 
look at the Soviet Union and the abundance of life 
and liberty and prosperity there. Only the United 
States refuses to take advantage of the experience 
of others^ and still hangs on to a outmoded and In- 
efficient political system. But change is on its 
way and it is sure and not far off when the American 
people will be liberated from their masters..... 

But Socialism is a fact and it will save the world 
and do away with the present poverty and ignorance; 
economic Justice as set forth in Marxism will bring 
relief from our injustices and the time is not far 
off; the lU.S. cannot stand alone in a Socialist 
world. !/ 


Cadvised that o 


he attended the 


vj 


was 
all 
and 
at C 


-bO£Ot$ 













* < 




On April 17, 1956, BIBl who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that on April 7# 193 6, he 
attended the annual conference of the Los A nge les Committee 
for the Protection of the Foreign Boro (LACPFB) which was 
held at Dani sh Hal l. 1359 West 24th Street, Los Angeles, 
California. I^Hfstated that Dr. W.B.B. KJ BOIS spoke at 
this conference very briefly and stated that there are 
three things he resents: the treatment of the In d i a n s, 

the treatment of the Negroes, and the treatment of the 
foreign boro, and that they (LACPFB) have to m^kypeople remember 
the evil of the treatment of the above groups. (JL/ 



iddl tlon, to ^^^ff^the above meeting was also 
attended by®gSB^d^BBp^both of whom have furnished 
reliable inWmation^r^ne past, and who advised that 
Dr. W.E.B. DU BOIS spoke at the above meeting and generally 


they corroborated the statments o 
speech. ! jCy 


oncemlng Dr. DU BOIS*s 
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5» Miscellaneous Activity ^ 

a, Association with PAUL ft 

The "Daily Worker," issue of March 1 6 , 1936, page 8, 
column 2, reflected that an amicus curiae brief had been filed 
by W.E,B. DU BOIS at the U.S* Court of Appeals, Washington. 
D,C., appealing the denial of a passport to PAUL ROBESON, (jl/ 






The Council on African Affairs has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450 AA' 







b, Attendance at Birthday Celebration 
Honoring WILLIAM Z, POSTER and the 
Return to Political Life of BENJAMIN 
J, DAVIS, Jr, 







This report concerned a banquet and rally honoring 
the 75th birthday of WILLIAM Z. FOSTER and the return to 
political life of BENJAMIN J, DAVIS, Jr,, which was held at 
the Chateau Gardens, 105 East Houston Street, New York City, 
on March 9, 1956 X^KJ 


The report reflects t 
attendance at the above banquet 


t Dr, W,E,B, DU BOIS was in 



The "Daily Worker", issue of February 13, 1957, page 
1, column 1, contains information that delegates to the l6th 
National CP Convention had by secret vote on February 12, 1957, 
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elected twenty members of a new National Committee of sixty* 
VILLI AM Z. FOSTER was among the, twenty delegates listed as 
elected to the National Committee* \jJ : ^ 


o * 4 "Mainstream” Magazine 


y *v. 


A review^ of the " Mains t re am" Magazine, Issue of V 
January 1957* reflects that W.E.B. 150 BOIS wro£e an article 
for that issueJm which he reviewed the book ^Stolen T?r ^ n 
by ANNA LOUISSaSTRONG. In the review DtTKTboIS summarizes 
the efforts of the author and stated, "The book ought to be 
required reading for all confused and frustrated commentators 
on Socialism in this day.\L/ 

\ ■- •' "• * ""-s ‘ • 

The Congressional Conmittee dn Un-American Activities 
House Report No. 1953, on the Congress of American Women, 

April 26, 1950 (originally released October 23, 1949), page 75 , 
cites "Masses and Mainstream" as follows: \jy 

"The successor to Hew Masses, *a Communist magazine.* 


The September 1956 issue of "Mainstream" carries 
a notice inside the cover which explains that beginning the 
September 1956 issue, the name "Masses and Mainstream" has 
been changed to "Mainstream." \J^/ 

\ 

d. Committee to Aid Families of Smith Act Victims 

On July 19, 1956, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, furnished a two-page written pamphlet 
issued by the Committee to Aid Families of feta Smith Act 
Victims, 575 Avenue of the Americas, Room 805 , New York City, 
and a one-page letter from Dr* V.E.B. DU BOIS, 31 Graoe Court, 
Brooklyn, New York. In the letter Dr. DU BOIS requested con- 
tributions for .support of the .families of the Smith Act victims 
and related:!/-/ ..... 

"There are many Americans like myself who believe 
that the several victims of the Smith Act now in jail or free . 
on bail are being unjustly persecuted for .the/ political and 
social beliefs which they honestly hold."(^L/ 


The Smith Act is a commonly used name for the 
Internal Security Act of 1940. \jLy^ 


imade available on July 5 , 1956, a form letter 

written by Dr/ W.E.B. DU BOIS dated June ,20 k 1956, which was 
identical to the above described letter. [s' 


h\]tOfs 3&Jb 
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e. Testimony in Smith Act Trials of 
AIEXANDER LEO TRACHTENBERG and 
JAKES E. JACKSON , Jr, 


On June 28, 1956, Dr. ¥.E.B. DU BOIS testified for 
the defense in the trial of U.S. vs. TRACHTENBERG Et A1 in 
U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, On that 
date Dr. DU BOIS during direct examination testified he has 
known defendant ALEXANDER LEO TRACHTENBERG since 1910 or 
1911* In addition. Dr. DU BOIS testified he has known defendant 
JAMES EDWARD JACKSON, Jr., since 1935 and that he was told by 
JACKSON in 1946 or 1947 that the objective of the CP was to 
achieve; -S6cialism in the United States by peaceful, democratic 
means. I V 


On June 29# 1956, DU BOIS testified that he believed 
TRACHTENBERG enjoyed an excellent reputation for loyalty and 
patriotism. \JS 

During cross-examination on June 29# 1956# Dr. DU BOIS 
stated he was identified with the following organizations, 
but presently not actively affifiated with any organization. 

The following organizations, which Dr. DU BOIS stated he was 
identified with, have all been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10430. The Comments contained after the name of the organiza- 
tion are those of Dr. DU BOIS which were given by him during 
the cross-examination i\JLS 

/ Council on African Affairs, Vice Chairman 

(Organization went out of existence In 
1954# according to DU BOIS) 

American Peace Crusade 

China Welfare Appeal (Member of Board of Directors) 

Citizens Emergency Defense Committee 

Civil Rights Congress ( DU BOIS stated he was not a 

member but has cooperated with the Civil Rights Congress) 
Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy 
International Workers Order 

.'Jefferson School of Social Science, New York City 
(DU BOIS stated he has taught classes as late 
as the fall 1955 ) 

National Council of American- Soviet Friendship 
Peace Information Center (Chairman or President) 

Southern Negro Youth Congress (Sponsor) 

American Committee for Protection of Foreign Bom 
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DU BOIS testified that in addition to the above, 
he was identified with the following organizations:^-/ 

"New World Review" *-• 


Documented earlier in the ife tails of this report. 


American Council for a Democratic Gre ece 

The House Guide of May 14, 1951* cites the American 
Council for a Democratic Greece as "a subversive and 
Communist organization formerly known as the Greek-American 
Counc i 1 . 

United States Sponsoring Committee 

of American Intercontinental Peace Conference 1952. 




The "New York World Telegram and Sun," issue of 
January 26, 1952, contains an article by FREDERICK VOLTMAN 
regarding the American Intercontinental Peace Conference 
which he described as "the latest Soviet-inspired *peace 
congress • x \iy 


National Council of Ar ts, Sciences and; Professions (NCASP) 

The House Guide of May 14, 1951, cj/tes the NCASP 
as a Communist front organization. (Ly 

World Peace Congress 



by &o i 5 34 f 


The House Guide of May 14, 1951* cited the World 
Peace Congress as a Communist front among the "peace 
conferences" which "have been organized under Communist 
initiative in various countries throughout the world as 
part of a campaign against the North Atlantic Defense 

?ELCt. n (j/ 

World Peace Appeal 

The House Guide of May 14, 1951* cites the World Peace 
Appeal as a petition campaign launched by the Permanent 
Committee of the World Peace Congress at its meeting in 
Stockholm, March 16-19, 1950; as having "received the 
enthusiastic approval of every section of the international 
Communist hierarchy"; and as having "received the official 
endorsement of the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R., which 
has been echoed by the governing bodies of every Communist 
.' satellite country* and by all Communist Parties throughout 
the world . n \jy , 

- 1Z. ^ 


J 



Progressive Party 



Documentation for above set forth 
Section of this report# 


in the Appendix 


reliable InlWUon In tbe pasl an«i wk ' o ^ 
some phases of Communist Party and Communist Party front 
activity in the New York City area, were contacted in 
February 1957 and advised that they did not possess any 
current information concerning Dr# DU BOIS and were 

not personally acquainted with him. [ty 


.j.' 
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The "Dally Worker" . an east coast CoEsmnist dally * 
newspaper, issue of October o, 1951# page 1, columns 4 and 5 , 
la an article entitled "150 Notables Form Emergency Civil 
Bights Committee", reflected that the formation of the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Committee (BCLC) had been announced on ' — 

October 7# 1951* It was shown that the purpose of the organi- 
zation would be to help mobilize public opinion In support of 
the traditional American constitutional guarantees of eivil ' 
liberties and to render aid to victims of abridgment 6 f these 
liberties in politics, education, and the professions • The ^ . . J 
founders, according to the article, included more than 50 
members of the clergy and many educators and professional 


A confidential informant, who was in a position to 
furnish reliable information, on October 21, 1955# furnished 
information reflecting that the Communist Party (CP) felt that 
help should be extended in building a "united front civil 
liberties organization" in the Whited States which, while not 
led by the "left", would contain labor, liberal and "left 
forces" within it in a commonly agreed program, including 
defense of the rights of Communists 


The information further indicated that the CP felt 
that this aim can best be achieved by helping the ECLC to 
become a national organization with local chapters operating 
on the basis of its program. 


The headquarters 
7th Avenue, New York Cityi 




the ECLC is located at 421 




-i 




9 
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The National Committee, Communist Party, USA (CP), 
in issuing its final text of the ’’Resolution Growing Out 
of the Presidential Elections" in "Political Affairs," issue 
of July, 1953, states in substance that in 1948 the CP 
helped stimulate the formation of the Progressive Party (PP) 
and correctly supported the P? through the 1952 elections. 

It then states: IL/ 


"However, the mistake our Party made was to 
confuse this task with the historic task of forming a new 
mass party of the people. As a consequence, there existed 
the wrong estimate that the formation of the Progressive 
Party represented something more than the simple emergence 
of an important fighting force for peace; that it 
represented the emergence of a great people's Party. 

As a result of this reasoning, the resolution 
concludes that the "Progressive Party, the CP and other 
progressive forces" must unite in a broad, mass-front 
coalition. (Jy 



Concerning "Political Affairs" mentioned above, 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, a convicted CP functionary, 
testifying in the case "US vs Elizabeth Gurley Flynn et al " 
on October 20, 1952, stated that "Political Affairs” has 
been the theoretical organ of the CP since the 
publication's beginning in 1945 . [// 
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Xn addition to the above 9 the following pereone were 
identified tn her testimony as prominent in meetings of the 
organisation • All of these individuals are suspected or 
reputed communists , according to the witness * although she 
had no personal knowledge of their CP oonnections • 

O 

W.E.B. DuBoi 


NOT RECORDED 
176 'JUN 27 1957 


m 



DR. W. 




WJRGHARDT DuBOIS 






^ ddvised in September, iy oi, 

that one Dr. ’William Edward Burghardt DuBois maintained 
an office at '23 West 26 Street, New York, ^ew York, in 
space occupied by the Council on African Affairs. The 
informant determined that DuBois was employed as the 
Director of the Council on African Affairs.^ 



The Council on African Affairs has been 
designated by the Attorney General pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450 m \jj 
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Off- Memorandum • united states government 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, WFO 


/ ^ jV'< ;t , fU. INFORMATION CONTAINED 

/ ^v'Jl.^HJREiaiSVNCLASSIFIED / 

' EXCEPT WHERE SHOWM 

OTHERWISE 


JXINFIRNTlAt, 


DATE: 11/26/57 


subject: ER. W. E. .BURGHARDT DuBOIS^.^ 

SI - C ..--'r.T 


^L, 

— - 


Attached hereto are copies of a blank memorandum 
dated 11/26/57 9 and captioned Dr* W* E. BURGHARDT DuBOIS. 


(^ Bure au (Ends* 6 



V * 


BtportPsss * 
fM63(frU^> 4 


lipertaj Qf&oa 


- €-0-N 


FEDERAL BUREAU 


-E-N-T-I-A-L* 


INVESTIGATION 


NEW YORK 


^ Osi^ia 

NEW YORK 


UAR3 HS5 


1*”^" r * rt “ , l/27 , 29-31 ; 2/3 

PflO-13/58 


Tnwd ] 


« 12 ? 


ALL INFORMATION CONTA] 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 











DETAILS: v 


\'I. BACKGROUND 1 


Residence and Employment 



By means of a pretext telephone call made by 
a Special Agent of the Federal-Bureau of Investigation to 
MAin 4-2929, listed to W. EBB. DU BOIS, 31 Grace Court, 
Brooklyn, New York, on Mardh 10, 1958, it was determined 
that Dr. DU BOIS then resided at that address and was self 
employed as an author and lecturer. It was further deter- 
mined that he had recently celebrated his 90th birthday 
and wat, Bill maintaining a busy schedule of lecturing 
and writing.\\| V B 
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AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


Evidence Reflecting Subject ! s Connection With 


the Communist Part 


advised on September 24, 1957 that a group 
known as the Sunny side Discussion Group held a forum on 
Septem ber %Q , 1957 at 39-07 44th Street, Queens', New York 
City. jBBfa^vised that no mention was made of the CP but K 
that i^Tas apparent to him that the affair was being 
sponsored by the Sunny side Section of the Queans CP. 

The featured speaker at the forum was W. E. B. DU BOIS.tv 
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B. ‘ Communist Party Sympathies / / •.*>'- 

The "Daily Worker" for June 19* 1957* page 7, 
column 1, published a poem, . "The Rosenbergs" by W. E. B. 

DU BOIS, which was composed in honor of JULIUS and ETHEL 
ROSENBERG, \jj 

JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG were convicted in the 
United States District Court, Southern District of New York 
on March 29* 1951 of conspiracy to commit espionage on 
behalf of the soviet Union. The ROSENBERGS were sentenced 







:.,r,.- ; = < a, . J: ’ - 


Y-‘~rr V- \ . . XXx X-/; > X^v;->" V- 

/. .to death f bn April 5/1951. JULIUS and E^flEL ROSENBERG . £ 

were legally executed at Sing Sing Pri s oh \ Ossining,- ' • 

New York on June 19 , 1953. \J(j k ; 

The "Daily Worker" is a former East Coast 
Communist daily newspaper, which ceased publication 
January 13, 1958 . \JJ 

C. Communist Party Front Group Activity 

\ ■ x ^ " "\ ’ ‘ v : 

t , National Council of American Soviet Trienaship , (NCASF 


The NCASF has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. HJ .. ....... 


1957, 
at the 


KBadvised on June 24, 1957 that on June 19, 
, DU BOIS, was a speaker at a NCASF testimonial din 


at Northern Hotel, New York Cit 


imonial dinner 
in honor of 



PMB advised on November 12, 1957 that X>n November 
DUBOIS was a speaker at the NCASF rally held at 


10, 1957, DU BOIS was a speaker at the NCj 
C arnegie Hall, New York City. (JL* v --' -r 

D. Miscellaneous Communist Party Actlvit; 

Committee for Socialist Unity (< 


pH advised on May J, 1957 that on May 1, 1957 
DU BOIS was aT speaker at the United Socialist Rally for May 
Day held at New York City, which rally was sponsored by the 

CSU. ! : : ; Y ; 


■PB^ a de available on September 25> 1957 a pro- 
gram entitled, "The Socialist Unity Forum” sponsored by the 
CSU, which program listed W. E. B. DU BOIS as an instructor 
for classes to be held for socialist studies during the 


Jki/Aoil 3^5 


- 5 - 



— advised on March ^ 29# ^956 that W. JE . :I)U jBOiS 

spoke at arally against the 33fflith Act held at Carnegie ^srlWI 
Hall, New York City on March 28,1^56, at which meeting a 
collection was made for the ECLC.Ul/ ' 
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\ in , "" MISCELLANEOUS .**" “v - . 

- ; / - • • •' ■' V ' 

• Other informants in the New York City area were 
contacted in January and February, 1958 and could furnish 
additional information with respect to DU BOIS. [jj 
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- J^SEbe .? (hiidfc f :to: 

Publications prevised "arid published . as-'tjf iTanuary £/’29*>7, ,<p®£v 
' •prepared and released ;by '^he Committee "bn Un-American • 

Activities, United States "House of Representatives, . ?'/.:// / ^Vi>- 
Washington, D.C.; .contains the following concerning the 
• Emergency Civil .Liberties Committee:^/ V ' ' v ' . : ^ 


p . r*. 

i -* W; 


'Y T - 


'Emergency Civil Liberties Committee. ' 

1 1* - /* To def end the c ases ‘of Uommunist ' . * .? 

- lawbreakers , fronts ^lave^been Revised 
' / making special appeals 'in behalf of 




civil liberties and reaching but far 
beyond the confines of the Communist ; 
.Party . itself*, .Among these organizations 
are the * * * Emergency' Civil Liberties 
Committee.- When the Communist Party 
itself is under fire these fronts offer a 

bulwark, of .protection* .... ... 

{Internal Security Subcommittee .of the : : V 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 




for Americans, S* poc.-117# ^pril 23* 

91 *)W 7:. • £ > 
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APPENDIX 


^ SOCIALIST UNITY FORUM, 
£&&Si5Rf •• also known as: 




'4V**~£8i .iV 


tc.a« luiuna as « -■• 

'American Socialist Forum of New York, 
ia.-; .##" Socialist Unity Committee, 

"•' Committee for Socialist Unity 


. ~75 y ^-< - 
-r ; ■: » ■ 

- ' 

.: ,*X< ... 


The Socialist Unity Forum (SUF) is located at 
Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York. JML 


A confidential informant on December 26, 1956, 
reported that the SUF was formed during September, 1956, by 
a group of individuals, who for the most part had been members 
of the Socialist Union of America (SUA) until Just prior to 
the formation of the SUF. The SUF was formed primarily to 
sponsor public forums featuring speakers of divergent 
tendencies on the "American Left." The top leaders of the 
SUF are former members of the National Committee of the SUA^B 

A confidential informant advised on November 8, 1954, 
that the SUA was founded by a minority group which broke away 
from the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) primarily because the 
minority group believed that the organisation should enter 
the Communist Party (CP) and other left-wing groups with the 
intention of swinging these groups right or left, thereby 
making a revolution possible in a shorter time. The SUA 
was formally founded at what was called the Midwest Founding 
Conference held November 21, 1953* at Detroit, Michigan Jtm 

The SWP and the CP have been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450 .(JL/ 
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Infoi 'iua bikuu x <a ported regarding appearance of subject at 
Howard University, Washington, D. C., 3 / 31 / 58 . DU BOIS 
reportedly very critical of capitalistic system and 
stated socialism is coming to the U.S. Reaction of local 
persons set out. 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


juecture, 3/31/58, Howard University, Washington, D.C. 
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coming lectu re by Dr m BOTti nn u/ bim concernid a forth- 
University. m/Mk' sail B ?f S “ Karoh 31 i 19 ^ 8 « a * Howard 
Division or ISHI^i t V P 25 8 S red by the University 

obtain the Want t0 

an open forum." iLs T om Balt imore. it is 

it is notefttat r thS d o^aniLuon e has f b ren °r < t0 016 CP ’ 

the Attorney General oAhe United^h*®® 0 desi S na ted by 
Executive Order 1045ojX' “ States pursuant to 



furnished information 
^ect»s lecture on 


on April 2, 

hr arch 3 1 , 1956 _ . , , « — - ^ c uu 

attended and listf!^fflW|rR^5 ed an overflow audience 
this country, tracing th.T Spea * 0f the P U e ht of 

HliF 

"a movement that started as nnu3’ 0 !M 0rd i DS toJBBCas 
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statements regardinTTlSBIMPIIP^f ? 0IS , mad ® orfflbal 
States and stfted tLt thi ^ew DeaV' wL ^e? I*? Unlt ® d 

ifor^ot" soci S i ated - that Whether America wants' to believe 
not, socialism is comin- to this country. DU Be la 


ybofSL.jj?A 
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commented upon various other issues including the use of 

22“ b b ? the United States on Hiroshima, japan 
(World War 12), referring to it as "one, of the most 
atrocious acts dn modern civilization. n (JL/ V 
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UNAVAILABLE SRr!TTnw» 


DR. WILLIAM E. B. Du BOIS 
SM-C 


f lf l * recommended that a Security 
Index Card be prepared on the 
above- captioned individual. 


LZJ The Security Index Card on the 
captioned Individual should be 
changed as follows: (specify 
change only): r J 


Aliases 


□ Native 


cd 

C 3 


Communist 


L ,1 N 


aturalixed 


CZJ 


Miscellaneous / specify ) 


Socl alistj^ork ers Party 

✓ 3ut of the c»uni 


L. ,1 T ab for 


Date of Birth 


Detcom 


Place of Birth 


CD 


1 I Ali« 


Independent Socialist Leagu< 


CllMaie C I f, 


Business Address (shov. nome of employing concern and address )" 


Key Facility Data 


Geographical Refercr ;; 


Interested Agencies 


Residence Address y 
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capacity in SO communist front groups. He hold3 a PHn P 
degree from Harvard: was a professor at 
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DATE 


FROM 


Office Ivlmmandum • united stages 


government 


DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-99729) 


SAC, NEW YORK 


subject. WILLIAM EDWARD BURGHARDT ^DU BOIS 


9/22/58 


'confidpltiaC 


|ajra ^^eir 1 ylet 8/19/58, captioned, 

PHRmoned^s BURGHARDT Du BOIS", and Bulet 

cap t i 0 n e d^as 1 above a for f possible e diss e mination il by^the m Bureau! 1 


APFPC'PT’TATT Av^UCTES 

AIT- . 7 :* ' - 


^ 0? ** 


kobois Z 32 s 






. „ , , who has furnished reliable 

imorraation in the past, made information available in 

Au^et, 1958 , revealing that Dr. William E. B. DuBois and 
his wife had left on a trip that would take them half way ( v 
around ....s world. Their itinerary calls for visits to 
Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union, China and Ghana, Africa. 


"The Worker", a United States east coast Communist 
newspaper, in an editorial on page two, column four, of its 
issue of March 2 , 1958, captioned, "Happy Birthday", reflected 
the following concerning Dr. DuBois: 
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On March 2, 1958, hundreds of Americans, negro 
and white, will gather at the Hotel Roosevelt to pay 
tribute to DuBois, regarded by many as the greatest living 
American, who can measure the achievements of DuBois who 
has dedicated a long life to the economic, social, political 
ana intellectual unshackling of his people and all such 
peoples. As a scholar his works have become classics in 
their field. He was mentioned as a founder of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, organizer 
°f ^‘African Congress, Teacher, Editor, Novelist, 
lighter for peace, advocate of Socialism and champion of 
Iteration everywhere. At 90 years of age he is an inspira- 
tlon and guide to millions throughout the world. 

Dr. DuBois is described as follows: 


Race 

Birth data 

Height 

Weight 

Complexion 

Eyes 

Hair 

Peculiarities 
Home address 


Negro 

Born 2/23/68, Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts 
5' 9" 

150-155 lbs. 

Medium brown 
Brown 

Gray, mixed with black, curly 
Wears pointed goatee 
31 Grace Court 
Brooklyn, New York 
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Qfrte. wf U ?5 e0t 1 ?,°2_ the Security Index of the New York 
J~„ . ?*• J® is * wll-known Hegro author and educator. Be 
has been described as a concealed communist who actually 

p «ty (CP) In 19Mf. but he testified 
5 e £ or 2 2 h ® Sttbv ® ralvo Activities Control Board on 
he bad never been a CP aeaber although hT 
BnJf.n^hf. J° the principles of Marxism-Leninism. The 

with ^tw^ty-M^ B CP 1 $S« r ? fle0ting -2 been affiliated 
^anry-nJLne CP front groups and has served in a 

*hlP efP^ity in twenty of theS. “ SS indl^eTin log" 
Act of^l^ ?® gist ®f un d 0r the foreign Agents Registration 
enter ed^Hovember 2o!°1951. * JadgBent of «1«ittal was 
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BeBllet 9-29-53, 
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As Indicated in reBulet subject made an^^'' ‘ 
ant I -American speech at The Hague, Netherlands, on 
9-11-53 . A United States Information Service Officer, 
who was present at the speech, advised tha DuBois '# 
address was given before the "Council of Arts." 

DuBois opened his speech by saying that America has 
no policy for peace and is out to commit suicide by 
inducing war. He stated further that United States 
democracy is doing everything possible to prepare 
for war. He added that the Soviet Union does not 
want war; it knows the evils of war and the United 
States does not. On several occasions he reinterated 
that United States was big business, run by business, 
and that business was doing everything possible 
to start war against the Soviet Union and China. 

He also stated that not only did American business 
fixnns control the Government but that they control 
European businesses as well. This all brings 
hardships for the Negroes since they are the ones 
who understand the evils of this policy and as such, ^ 
they cannot love their country the United States. 


At one point DuBois looked up from his notes 
and said, it has taken me eleven years to obtain 
a passport ... eleven years when I could not travel abroai 
He expressed the hope that Europe would ask the 
United States to cease its policy of fighting against Jk 

coomiuniBjk 7 M 
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mention concerning DuBois’s activities abroad 
Lished to you. 


Tolson 

Boardm an . 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Nease 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

Clayton 

Tele. Room 

H oil om an 

Gandy 




.\ll 

'X'X .A w 


RES- 54 


/ocrsam 




T* OCT 14 1958 


MAIL ROOM 












